VESPULA WASPS THE CLUE

“Anecdotal evidence

(V. germanica and V. vulgaris) suggests inadvertent wasp

= cause severe problems to New Zealand ecosystems eradication atter
successful pest mammal

= have invaded most of New Zealand’s offshore islands control on 3 northern NZ
offshore islands/”

IS ERADICATION ON OFFSHORE " KORAPUKI ISLAND

= TIRITIRI MATANGI

ISLANDS POSSIBLE? » TE HAUTURU

INVESTIGATION PATHS
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2. POPULATION MODELLING 3. GENETIC DIVERSITY

" most efficient combination / \/Weather " how many males does a

of control tools? gueen mate with on
" mMRNA autumn offshore islands?

= bait (i.e. Vespex) nest .

" parasitoids \

genetic bottleneck

/\ weather fitness ~ polyandry

/ N nest density

Spring nests
VESPEX PHNg PARASITOID

Landcare Research
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